
Bible Study Enrollment 1681 

Bible Study Attendance 694 

Offsite Bible Study Attendance                    117 

Total Bible Study Attendance 811 

Worship Attendance 684 

Received Sunday $24,887.22  

Weekly Requirements $34,619.00 

Received to Date $ 1,643,803.01 

Required to Date $ 1,661,712.00 

Building Fund 

Received Sunday $ 585.00 

Faith Offering 

Received Sunday $815.00 

Received to Date $ 105,705.18 

Last Week’s Numbers 
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November 30,  2011 

Church Family, 

I am often asked how I deal with the tension between what the 
Christmas season is supposed to be about (the Incarnation of Christ/ 
Immanuel/God with us), and what it has become to so many in  
America who will not even say “Merry Christmas”. As a husband, 
father and grandfather, there are so many things I truly enjoy about 
the Christmas season; but as a pastor, there is always a tension for 
some people between the celebration of Christmas and the origin of 
the way we celebrate the Christmas season. So I have decided to try 
and share in this article some thoughts with you about how I try to 
balance these  tensions.  

First of all Romans 12:2 says we are not to be conformed to this 
world but to be transformed by the renewing of our mind. As citizens 
of the Kingdom of God, we should not blindly follow our   culture. We 
need to evaluate it with our transformed mind. As twice-born men 
and women living in a once-born world, we need to operate with a 
Biblical worldview, and we need to be discerning about the things we 
do or don’t do.  

The first place we need to begin is with the ORIGIN and MEANING 
of Christmas. The word “Christmas” did not appear until the fifth   
Century. The origin of Christmas actually predates time and          
humanity. Jesus is the Lamb of God that was slain before the     
foundation of the world! God introduced the concept of the           
Incarnation to us through a conversation He had with the serpent in 
Genesis 3:15 when He said,  “And I will put enmity between you and 
the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise 
you on the head and you shall bruise Him on the heel!” We get the 
meaning of Christmas (Advent of Christ), from its origin, and the 
meaning of Christmas is all about the Incarnation of Immanuel/God 
with us. In Genesis 49:10 we are told, “The scepter (a Hebrew     
symbol of governmental authority), shall not depart from  Judah, nor 
the ruler’s staff from between his feet until Shiloh (Hebrew, the          
Messiah) comes! And then Isaiah 7:14 says, Therefore the Lord 
Himself will give you a sign; behold, a virgin will be with child and 
bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel!” Each of the more 
than 300 O.T. prophecies led to great anticipation of the Incarnation 
of the Messiah. Luke 2:1-11 describes the biblical account of the first 
Christmas. So for today’s Christian, the origin of Christmas is, and 
should be, all about the birth (Incarnation), of Jesus Christ as     
prophesied and revealed in the Word of God.  

However, what most of us witness leading up to December 25 is a 
terrible DISTORTION of the true meaning of the Incarnation. This 
compels us to explore the modern day CELEBRATION of         
Christmas. It is well documented that the WAY Christmas is         

A Publication of Highland Terrace Baptist Church, Greenville, TX 

www.highlandterrace.net 

Single But Not Alone! 
 

I know I said that I would write 
concerning “why divorce takes 
place.” However, I felt I should 
write concerning a great need we 
have in our Bible Study. I will 
write concerning “why divorce 
takes place” in my next article.  

The youngest teacher we have right now is 55. We are 
in dire need of teachers and leaders, who are younger 
than 55. I am 65. It’s far better for a younger person to 
teach people 30-40 and 41-54. We need a single      
person or a couple, who have experienced a divorce or 
death of a spouse to help reach and teach singles in our 
department through God’s Word. If you remember the 
trials and heartaches of that time in your life, you will 
understand the needs of the singles in our area today. 

Please pray about this matter and call me if you feel 
God may be leading you to be a part of this dynamic 
and needed ministry in our church. Call me, Jimmy   
Gilbert, at 903-455-0525, if you have any questions.  
Remember, singles need to be reminded that, though 
they are single, they are not alone. 

celebrated today has its roots in pagan religion. For example, there is 
almost no credible scholar who believes that Christ was even born 
on December 25. Pagans worshiped the heavenly bodies (the sun, 
moon, stars and the planets) for their role in the changing of the  
seasons. This period of worship was called the “Yule” season. All of 
this was to commemorate the return of the “burning wheel” (the sun) 
and to insure the return of spring. As a result, they used objects in 
their worship that were signs of perpetual life, such as holly,        
mistletoe, evergreen trees and wreaths. All of these pre-Christian 
relics are still with us today. The difference, of course, is that they 
have been “Christianized” or sanctified.  

When Theodosius, the emperor who succeeded Constantine, took 
the throne, he took Constantine’s admiration of Christianity a step 
further. He actually established Christianity as a legal and protected 
religion, making the practice of all other religions illegal. This is the 
marriage of the church and the state. One of the consequences of 
legalizing Christianity was that unconverted pagans became       
members of the church, and for the first time you have unregenerate 
members bringing their pagan practices into the church. So it is easy 
to see how some of the pagan symbols related to the winter solstice 
became infused with Christmas. 

Even today there are people who reject portions of the way      
Christmas is celebrated because much of it had its origin in         
paganism. But think about it. Just because a practice had roots in 
paganism does not necessarily mean we are sinning if we practice it 
today. For example, the days of the week and the months of the year 
originally honored  pagan deities, but we use them every day without 
thinking we are    sinning or feeling the need to abstain from the days 
and months. Paul assured the Corinthians that even if they were 
eating meat that had been offered to idols, it could be sanctified if 
they said “thanks” to God for it. 

So WHY did Christians begin celebrating “Christmas” in the first 
place? The earliest records of Christians celebrating the birth of 
Christ can only be traced to the third century. The reason for these   
celebrations was likely a reaction to the Gnostic heresy which said 
that Christ did NOT come in the flesh. So to emphasize the humanity 
of Christ, these early Christians had a festival to honor His birth. In 

the fifth century, bishops of the church ordered the celebration of 
the nativity using December 25 as the day of Christ’s birth. It    
wasn’t until much later that the word CHRISTMAS was used, and 
this came from the medieval church’s practice of a “Christ-Mass.” 

 Even  though  the  WAY  Christmas  is  celebrated  today is  a major      
             (continued on next page) 

Needed:  100 Heroes 

 

Host a group for 40 Days In The Word 

which begins on January 15. No previous             

experience needed. Training will be          

provided.   Sign up is coming soon.  



Needed:  100 Hosts for 40 Days In The Word! 
 
I am excited for “40 Days In The Word!” This church-wide study  
series offers every member of our church an outstanding opportunity 
for spiritual growth.  Unlike some programs which come and go, and 
when they are gone, you just have the experience to remember. 
With “40 Days In The Word,” each person will build a personal         
foundation for lifelong spiritual growth.  If you had only one chance to 
develop your own spiritual life this year, and also impact the spiritual 
growth of your family and friends, this would be the one to take! 

Small groups are the key that makes this possible.  Why is that?  
Think about it.  Where in our church do people have a safe place 
they can talk about their personal struggles?  Where in our church 
are people able to really obey the “one another” passages in the 
New Testament?  Where in our church family do people study and  
discuss God’s Word and talk about how to apply it to their own lives?  
Where do we see authentic community take place by people loving, 
caring, serving, praying, doing, and growing together?  

Hosts are heroes!  And it is not as difficult as it sounds.  Since this 
program is video-based, a host does not have to prepare a lesson or 
be a teacher.  Even if you have never led a group before, the     
coaching instructions in the “Helps for Hosts” booklet give more than 
enough help, and the video coaching for hosts tells a person exactly 

Epistles The Law History Psalms Poetry Prophecy Gospels 

Sun., 12/4 

1 John 4-5 

Mon., 12/5 

Deut. 23-25 

Tues., 12/6 

Nehemiah 5-9 

Wed., 12/7 

Psalm 140-142 

Thur., 12/8 

Song 3-4 

Fri., 12/9 

Revelation 1-6 

Sat., 12/10 

Acts 21-22 

Daily Bible Readings 

distortion of the true meaning of Christmas, it should not deter    
Christians from celebrating the FACT of the Incarnation and rejoice 
with anticipation of His Second Coming. So what about the 
CHRISTMAS TREE? Some people appeal to Jeremiah 10:3-4 as 
Biblical evidence for Christians not having anything to do with 
Christmas trees: “For the customs of the peoples are delusion;  
because it is wood cut from the forest, the work of the hands of 
craftsman with a cutting tool. They decorate it with silver and with 
gold; they fasten with nails and with hammers so that it will not  

totter.”  

It certainly sounds like a Christmas Tree doesn’t it?  However, this 
can’t refer to Christmas trees because Christ wasn’t even born yet, 
and primarily because the CONTEXT clearly indicates it is talking 
about something else. Look at the rest of the passage beginning 
with 10:5: “Like a scarecrow in a cucumber field are they, and they 
cannot speak; They must be carried, because they cannot walk! Do 
not fear them, for they can do no harm, nor can they do any good! 
There is none like You, O LORD; You are great, and great is Your 
name in might. Who would not fear You, O King of the nations? 
Indeed it is Your due! For among all the wise men of the nations 
and in all their kingdoms, there in none like You! But they are    
altogether stupid and foolish in the discipline of delusion---their 
IDOL is WOOD! Beaten silver is brought from Tarshish, and gold 
from Uphaz. The work of a craftsman and the hands of a goldsmith; 
violet and purple are their clothing; they are all the work of skilled 
men. But the Lord is the true God; He is the Living God and the 
everlasting King. At His wrath the earth quakes and the nations 
cannot endure His indignation!” So the bottom line is that this 
passage is not talking about a Christmas Tree at all; it is a 
clear condemnation of IDOLS!  

The first instance of the evergreen tree being associated with 
Christmas is attributed to the leader of the Reformation, Martin  
Luther, in the early 1500’s. He was walking through the snow-
covered woods and was struck by the beauty of a group of small 
evergreens. Their branches were dusted with snow and shimmered 
in the moonlight. When he went home, he set up a little fir tree   
indoors so he could share this story with children. He decorated it 
with candles, which he lighted in honor of Christ’s birth. 

There are some people who appeal to Galatians 4:10 as the     
reason that Christians should not even celebrate or observe   
Christmas, Easter or any special day. This verse says, “You      
observe days and months and seasons and years, I fear for you, 
that perhaps I have labored over you in vain.” If that is the only part 
of the passage that a person read, then it could seem as if       
Christians should not celebrate special days. However, if you read 
the CONTEXT, you will discover that Paul was not talking about the 
observance of days as being wrong, he was talking about “trying to 
be JUSTIFIED by observing days, seasons, years, etc. (4:4-10).  

Paul wouldn’t say one thing in Galatians 4:4-10 and contradict it in 
Romans 14:2-10. In this passage, Paul clearly states that one    
person likes one kind of food and another person likes one day 
better than another, but what really matters is whether or not he is 
doing it “for the Lord” or not! Paul goes on to say that we need to    
consider one another (fellow Believers) in the liberties we choose to 
enjoy or choose to abstain from (14:19-23). 

I have taken a lot of time and space to try and explain the ORIGIN, 

 The Power of a Simple Gift 
 

When they open their shoe box gifts, the harsh world around 
them fades and their hearts fill with wonder and joy as they see 
the treasures within. Yet the impact of Samaritan’s Purse:    
Operation Christmas Child goes far beyond smiles and laughter. 
These simple gifts become Gospel opportunities, opening    
hurting hearts to experience the transforming power of Christ to 
those that are precious in His sight. We would like to thank the 
ones who participated in the Operation Christmas Child Project 
this year. It is because of your generosity that 243 children will 
be receiving gift-filled shoe boxes from our church and other 
small churches in our area this Christmas.  Please pray that 
these children and their families will come to know Jesus Christ, 
God’s greatest gift.     
 

--Adult 5 & 6 Bible Study  

Epistles The Law History Psalms Poetry Prophecy Gospels 

Sun., 11/27 

1 John 1-3 

Mon., 11/28 

Deut. 20-22 

Tues., 11/29 

Nehemiah 1-4 

Wed., 11/30 

Psalm 137-139 

Thur., 12/1 

Song 1-2 

Fri., 12/2 

Malachi 

Sat., 12/3 

Acts 19-20 

Daily Bible Readings 

MEANING, and DISTORTION of Christmas. How should Christians 
respond to Christmas? Should we embrace it or even reject it? I think 
the best thing to do is to ask the question “what would Jesus do” 
and try and be like Jesus. Since we have  established the fact that 
Christmas was not around during the earthly ministry of   Jesus we 
would need to look and see if there was something similar to      
Christmas in His time. 

Many orthodox Jews observe a special day this time of the year called 
“Hanukah”, the Feast of Lights or the Feast of Dedication. If you look 
for this day in the Old Testament you will not find it there   because it 
was not a holy day the Lord instituted for His people. There is a     
difference between a HOLY day and a HOLIDAY. Hanukah had its 
origins in a period of time known as the Maccabean period of Israel’s 
history. This was immediately after the time of Alexander the Great. 
You may remember that his kingdom was torn into various parts and 
one of the rulers was a man named Antiochus Ephiphanes. Just like 
Alexander, he tried to force the Greek culture on the Jews, but many 
resisted. It reached a boiling point when he took over the temple and 
offered unclean sacrifices on the altar and erected an idol in the    
temple precinct. A man named Judas (the Hammer) Maccabees led 
the revolt, established Jewish independence and rededicated the 
temple. Hanukah commemorates the rededication of the temple. It is 
like Christmas in many ways. First of all, it is not mentioned in O.T. 
Scripture, so it is a  man-made tradition (like Christmas). It also has a 
lot of religious baggage associated with it just like Christmas does. So 
what did Jesus do, as a Jew, with this man-made holiday? 

Fortunately we have the answer to that question in John 10:22-28: 
“At that time the Feast of the Dedication (Hanukah), took place at       
Jerusalem; and it was winter and Jesus was walking in the temple in 
the portico of Solomon.” John goes on to tell us that the Jews       
gathered around Jesus and asked Him if He was really the Christ 
(Messiah), and if He would tell them plainly that He was. You might 
remember that this is the same passage where Jesus said “My sheep 

hear My voice and I know them and they follow Me!” 

So what did Jesus do? Jesus went to the temple; He went to “church,” 
so to speak. He did not boycott the festival or oppose it. He used it as 
an opportunity to teach the Truth to people who needed to hear it the 
most! If we want to be like Jesus, then we will use this “holiday” (not 
Holy Day), when people are more open to hearing about the Christ 
and teach them the true meaning of Christmas! Every Christmas we 
are given a precious jewel of opportunity: we can either bury it in the 
ground or use it to sow Truth that will bear fruit! In my mind, what   
better time to teach people the true meaning of the Incarnation than at 
Christmas!  

In closing, when you come to HTBC this Sunday, you will see a     
beautiful Christmas tree in the atrium, and it is not an IDOL that we       
worship. It is a symbol that reminds us that the greatest gift that was 
ever given involved an old rugged cross! I don’t believe Jesus is   
offended and, as your pastor, I sincerely hope that you are not either.  

 I look forward to seeing you Sunday and I will once again be    
swinging the two-edged sword! 

  

In Christ, 

Bro. Bobby 

Holiday Schedule: 
 Dec. 2:  Ladies’ Christmas Gathering 

 Dec. 4:  Hanging of the Greens 

 Dec. 5: Young at Heart Christmas Banquet 

 Dec. 14: Gingerbread Village (pre-K—6th gr. families) 

 Dec. 18: Adult Choir Christmas musical (pm service) 

 Dec. 21: No AWANA 

 Dec. 23: Church offices closed 

 Dec. 24: Candlelight service and Lord’s Supper 

 Dec. 25: Christmas (worship at 9 & 10:30 am; no Sun-
day School or evening service) 

 Dec. 26: Church offices closed; no newsletter this 
week 

 Dec. 28: No AWANA 

 Jan. 1: New Year’s Day (worship at 9 & 10:30 am; no     
Sunday School or evening service) 

 Jan 2: Church office closed 

what to do.  So there is no fear.  You don’t even have to be a “small 
group leader” to be a host.  Even new  believers, who might not feel 
qualified to serve as a leader, can serve as a host. In some cases, a 
discussion leader could be supplied if necessary.   

Don’t have time?  Well, since there is no personal study    preparation 
time involved, you really do not have to spend a lot of time.  You can 
focus on learning yourself while being a shepherd to the people in 
your group. Afraid to commit?  This is not a lifetime commitment, it is 
only a six-week commitment.  Pray about it and see if the Lord might 
be leading you to be a host.  We will begin sign-ups in December. 

Groups can be hosted in homes, coffee shops, college meeting 
rooms, church rooms, apartments, apartment recreation facilities, 
almost anywhere you can get a group of 6-10 people together with a 
DVD player or even a laptop.   

Be a hero!  Yes, you will be a hero in someone’s world. They will 
remember how they really started to study and understand the Bible 
for themselves.  And, as a host, you are not limited in who you can 
invite to be a part of your group.  You can reach inside or outside the 
church to invite friends, family, fellow students, co-workers, etc. 

Learn, love, pray, care, serve, do, grow. 

Bro. Kelly 

  Young at Heart Christmas Banquet 

       Dec. 5th at 5:30 pm in gym 

Reservations are closed. 

 See Bro. Royce to get on the “stand-by” list.              


